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OVERVIEW  
As we approach the traditional start of the academic school calendar, school district administrators, 
educators, staff, and parents are working to determine the feasibility and practicality for schools to 
reopen in light of COVID-19. It is imperative that education and public health leaders work 
collaboratively to develop plans that support the health and wellbeing of students, teachers, staff and 
the community, while working to reduce possible transmission of COVID-19. Communities across the 
country and world are identifying hybrid and alternative mechanisms of traditional instruction to ensure 
that core and ancillary components of education are provided.  These plans and recommendations 
consider a variety of factors, both known and unknown, that should be taken into consideration. The 
examples below provide guidance and recommendations from national associations, state action plans, 
and other resources that can be used to inform future recommendations and policy decisions.  
 

CDC GUIDANCE 
 

• CDC Activities and Initiatives Supporting the COVID-19 Response and the President’s Plan for 
Opening America Up Again (May 2020) 

• Interim Guidance for Administrators of US K-12 Schools and Child Care Programs (April 2020)  

• Interim Considerations for K-12 School Administrators for SARS-CoV-2 Testing (June 2020) 

• Considerations for Schools  (May 2020) 
 

 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION POLICY ACTIONS  
 
American Academy of Pediatrics 

• COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School Re-entry  
American Association of School Administrators 

• AASA COVID-19 Recovery Taskforce Guidelines for Reopening Schools 
American Federation of Teachers 

• Plan to Safely Reopen America’s Schools and Communities 
Council of Chief State School Officers 

• Restart and Recovery Framework 
National Association of Elementary School Principals 

• COVID-19 Update: Education Commission of the States and COVID-19 Policies 
National Association of School Nurses 

• Interim Guidance: Role of the School Nurse in Return to School Planning 

• COVID-19 Federal Guidance for Students with Disabilities 
 
 

https://globalhealth.washington.edu/sites/default/files/COVID-19%20Schools%20Summary%20%282%29.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVdRMVpqWmlNek16WldReSIsInQiOiJpVUE4Uk1ScjBpT1JqVWp1eFM4WTlzaTVzWURTeWpOT2liZUxCeHdNREdvc3Zxano4Z0FWWlk4Mms3S3lJeTNIbEFQWVFUT3d5V3cwdVc3R3RCVFVxRldIVnBlakgwa3dxWnFKMjk3RHltM0RYVmc3Qmt0ZzF5OXVGVWVvaXppZiJ9&utm_campaign=phpartners&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
http://aasacentral.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AASA-COVID-19-Recovery-Task-Force-Guiding-Principals-and-Action-Steps-for-Reopening-Schools.pdf
https://www.aft.org/reopen-schools
https://ccsso.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/CCSSO%20COVID19%20Strategic%20Report%20final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ke0o0hiolVk&feature=youtu.be
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/COVID-19_Interim_Guidance_Role_of_the_School_Nurse_in_Return_to_School_Planning.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/2020_03_26_Federal_Guidance_for_Students_with_Disabilities.pdf
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National Association of Secondary School Principals 

• COVID-19 Resources for School Leaders 

• State and Federal Policy Response to COVID-19 
National School Boards Association 

• COVID-19: Preparing for Widespread Illness in Your School Community 
National Association of State Boards of Education 

• Preparing Facilities for Student’s Return in the Wake of COVID-19 
National Association of School Nurse Consultants  

• Interim Guidance on the Role of the State School Nurse Consultant – Return to School 
Planning 

National Education Association  

• All Hands on Deck: Initial Guidance Regarding Reopening School Buildings 
National Parent Teachers Association 

• Position Statement: Reopening of Public PreK-12 Schools for the 2020-2021 School Year 
 

STATE AND TERRITORIAL POLICY ACTIONS 

• California released a comprehensive guidebook with considerations for jurisdictions that are 
reopening schools, along with other educational programs and services. Schools are required to 
provide daily live instruction, which can be done either in-person or virtual. Some jurisdictions 
have announced August start dates. 

• Connecticut issued its school reopening plan and suggests that all school districts should plan 
for in-person instruction in the fall (many schools are scheduled to open in late August). 

• Tennessee schools will be reopening in early August. The state provided guidance for local 
decision-makers. Most counties are choosing to offer in-person classes with virtual options. 

• Michigan outlined its road map to safely reopen schools. 

• Kentucky announced its plan to reopen schools in the fall with remote access only for Phases 1-
3. 

• Florida announced recommendations to safely reopen Florida’s education system.  

• Maine is surveying educational stakeholders in the ongoing development of its draft framework 
for returning to classroom instruction.  

• The Minnesota Department of Education has three contingency plans for reopening schools in 
the fall.    

• Oregon issued guidance for reentry into schools and requires local districts to submit their 
operational blueprints by Aug. 15. 

• Rhode Island issued school reopening guidance and requires local districts to submit their plans 
by July 31. 

• Texas issued guidance for reopening and student interactions. 

• Utah announced its three phases of reopening schools and is requiring school districts to submit 
their plans by August 1. 

• Virginia’s Return to School Plan requires every public and private school to submit to the  
Virginia Department of Education a plan outlining their strategies for mitigating COVID-19 risk 
and complying with CDC and Virginia Department of Health recommendations. Public school 
divisions will also be required to submit a plan for providing new instruction to all students in 
the 2020-2021 academic year, regardless of phase or the operational status of the school at the 
time. This plan must also include strategies to address learning lost due to spring 2020 school 
closures and a plan for fully remote instruction should public health conditions require it.  

https://www.nassp.org/news-and-resources/covid-19/
https://www.nassp.org/event/state-and-federal-policy-response/
https://www.nsba.org/Resources/coronavirus/legal-guide
https://nasbe.nyc3.digitaloceanspaces.com/2020/05/Blanco-Eitland_Facilities-Final.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/COVID-19_Interim_Guidance_Role_of_State_School_Nurse_Consultant.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/COVID-19_Interim_Guidance_Role_of_State_School_Nurse_Consultant.pdf
https://educatingthroughcrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/27178-Initial-Guidance-for-Reopening-Schools_Final-1.pdf
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/advocacy/position-statements/reopening-schools-for-2020-2021-ps.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/strongertogether.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/06-2020/Governor-Lamont-Announces-Plans-for-the-2020-21-School-Year-Amid-the-Ongoing-COVID19-Pandemic
https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus/reopening-guidance.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article243779262.html
https://www.flgov.com/2020/06/11/governor-ron-desantis-announces-recommendations-to-safely-reopen-floridas-education-system/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/reintegrate
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Planning-for-the-2020-21-School-Year.aspx
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/Back_to_School_RI_Guidance_6.19.20.pdf?ver=2020-06-19-120036-393#:~:text=Since%20Governor%20Gina%20Raimondo%20and,have%20been%20preparing%20for%20the
https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/TEA-Summer-Program-Operational-Considerations_5-18-2020.pdf
https://schools.utah.gov/coronavirus?mid=4985&aid=1
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/covid-19/recover-redesign-restart.shtml
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• West Virginia pushed back their school reopening date to September 8 and have conceptualized 
a consolidated school year that would provide 180 days of instruction while still allowing the 
school year to conclude by the end of May. 

• Wisconsin released guidance for district and school leadership to use as they plan for reopening 
schools in the fall semester. 

 
 

COMMON THEMES  
• Schools must maintain flexibility for full-time remote instruction if warranted by community 

infection rates.  

• School districts need to provide plans for mitigating public health risks due to COVID-19 prior to 

school reopening, as well as plans for response and recovery after potential outbreaks.  

• Special considerations must be made for remote learning technology access, including free 

broadband and/or devices for students who need them.  

• Considerations must be made for special education needs for both in-person and remote 

learning.  

• School districts opting for earlier fall start dates are considering plans to make up for time lost 

during spring closures. 

• States and districts are placing emphasis on the importance of communication with families and 

sharing of schools’ plans with communities. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

• eSchool+ Initiative: Analysis of School Reopening Plans - John Hopkins University 

• A Blueprint for Back to School - American Enterprise Institute 

• Best Practices for Re-Opening Schools After Pandemic: An Overview - Cordogan Clark Group 

• Summary of School Reopening Models and Implementation Approaches During the COVID-19 
Pandemic - Washington State Department of Health and the University of Washington 

• Reopening America’s Schools: A Public Health Approach - Resolve to Save Lives 
 

 
For questions or feedback, please email preparedness@astho.org.  

https://governor.wv.gov/News/press-releases/2020/Pages/COVID-19-UPDATE-Gov.-Justice-announces-reopening-date-for-West-Virginia-schools.aspx?ZrC1=
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Education_Forward_web.pdf
https://equityschoolplus.jhu.edu/reopening-policy-tracker/?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=31377
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Blueprint-for-Back-to-School.pdf
https://www.nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/Resources/coronavirus/cordogan-clark-group-reopening-white-paper.pdf?la=en&hash=4989158848F2DBC5E5CE1288E5549652CD4ACFAE
https://globalhealth.washington.edu/sites/default/files/COVID-19%20Schools%20Summary%20%282%29.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVdRMVpqWmlNek16WldReSIsInQiOiJpVUE4Uk1ScjBpT1JqVWp1eFM4WTlzaTVzWURTeWpOT2liZUxCeHdNREdvc3Zxano4Z0FWWlk4Mms3S3lJeTNIbEFQWVFUT3d5V3cwdVc3R3RCVFVxRldIVnBlakgwa3dxWnFKMjk3RHltM0RYVmc3Qmt0ZzF5OXVGVWVvaXppZiJ9&utm_campaign=phpartners&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://globalhealth.washington.edu/sites/default/files/COVID-19%20Schools%20Summary%20%282%29.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVdRMVpqWmlNek16WldReSIsInQiOiJpVUE4Uk1ScjBpT1JqVWp1eFM4WTlzaTVzWURTeWpOT2liZUxCeHdNREdvc3Zxano4Z0FWWlk4Mms3S3lJeTNIbEFQWVFUT3d5V3cwdVc3R3RCVFVxRldIVnBlakgwa3dxWnFKMjk3RHltM0RYVmc3Qmt0ZzF5OXVGVWVvaXppZiJ9&utm_campaign=phpartners&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/resources/reopening-schools/
mailto:preparedness@astho.org

