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Manisha Juthani, MD, is the Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of 
Public Health (DPH). She is the first Indian American to serve as a 
commissioner in the State of Connecticut. She on a leave for public service 
from the Yale School of Medicine where she is a Professor of Medicine. She 
served as Director of the Infectious Diseases Fellowship Program from 2012 
to 2021. Dr. Juthani received her BA from the University of Pennsylvania and 
MD from Cornell University Medical College, completed Internal Medicine 
residency training at New York-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Campus, 
and served as Chief Resident at Memorial-Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. She 
came to Connecticut in 2002 as an Infectious Diseases Fellow at Yale School 
of Medicine. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Juthani was a leader in the COVID response at Yale which led to her 
appointment as Commissioner of CT DPH in 2021. In the early days of the pandemic, she was a voice to 
help educate the public in both local and national media outlets, a role she was able to expand in her 
role as Commissioner. 

As we emerge from the pandemic, she continues to combat emerging infectious diseases and is 
committed to revitalizing public health by refocusing efforts on the opioid crisis, lead abatement, gun 
violence, mental health, climate and health, maternal health, and drinking water infrastructure 
improvements. In order to do this work, she is committed to growing the public health workforce and 
partnering with local health departments who are essential partners in implementing public health 
policies. She sees all these goals through an equity lens which is essential to ensuring that our focus on 
health as a human right is maintained. 


