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Director and State Public Health Officer
California Department of Public Health

Dr. Erica Pan serves as director and state public health officer for the
California Department of Public Health, a role she assumed on February
1, 2025. As CDPH director, Dr. Pan strives to embody and promote the
values of dignity, equity, compassion and humility. She works with
collaborative partnerships to communicate and empower communities
and institutions to transform policies and systems to include a “health
in all policies” approach, acknowledging that addressing the social
determinants of health are fundamental to achieving healthy
communities with thriving families and individuals. As California’s public
health officer, Dr. Pan exercises leadership and legal authority to protect
health and prevent disease.

Prior to becoming director, Dr. Pan was the deputy director of CDPH’s Center for Infectious Diseases and
state epidemiologist beginning in July 2020. Dr. Pan was also the CDPH acting state public health officer
from August 10, 2020 to January 3, 2021.

Before joining CDPH, Dr. Pan gained experience at the local level with a focus on infectious disease control
and prevention, and public health emergency response. She served multiple roles at the Alameda County
Public Health Department between 2011 and 2020, including health officer, director of communicable
disease control and prevention, and deputy health officer. Dr. Pan also held several positions at the San
Francisco Department of Public Health between 2004 and 2011.

Dr. Panis a clinical professor for pediatric infectious diseases at the University of California, San Francisco.
She maintained her clinical work in infectious diseases at San Francisco General Hospital and at UCSF
Benioff Children's Hospitals in San Francisco and Oakland.

Dr. Pan received her MD and MPH degrees from Tufts University School of Medicine and completed her
undergraduate education at Stanford University.
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